
 

 

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT STRIKE COMMITTEE ACTING AS THE TOWN OF 

SOUTHINGTON’S LONG-TERM RECOVERY COMMITTEE MEETING 

Minutes of Special Meeting 

June 17, 2020 

 

 

The Economic Development Strike Committee Acting as the Town of Southington’s Long-Term Recovery 

Committee held a special meeting on June 17, 2020, via WebEx Teleconference.  Chairman Michael 

DelSanto called the meeting to order at 3:34 p.m.  

 

The following participated: 

 

Chairman Michael DelSanto, Town Council Person Christopher Palmieri, Town Manager Mark Sciota, 

Commissioner Robert Hammersley, Board of Finance Tony Morrison, Director of Planning and Community 

Development Robert Phillips and Economic Development Director Louis Perillo, Ex-Officio Members 

Director of Health Shane Lockwood, and Southington Chamber of Commerce Barbara Coleman-Hekeler. 

 

Absent:  Vice Chair Michael Riccio  

 

1. Call to Order 

 

The meeting was called to order by Chairman Michael DelSanto at 3:34 p.m.  

 

2.    Roll Call  

 

3.      Review and Approve the Minutes of the May 20, 2020 Special Meeting 

 

A motion was made by Town Manager Sciota, and seconded by T. Morrison, to approve the minutes of the 

May 20, 2020 Special Meeting as presented.  The Motion passed on a voice vote.   

 

4.      Discussion – Phase II  

 

S. Lockwood explained that the re-opening guidelines are being extended out.  There are interpretation 

questions but he was pleased with the guidelines.   

 

L. Perillo said the reopening was going well and that the Building Department was quite busy with both 

residential and reopening plans.  R. Phillips stated that the staff is trying to catch up with the workload with 

people coming to the counter and a lot of residential work coming in.  Chairman DelSanto said the staff was 

great and had 4 weeks to review plans.  R. Phillips said the turnaround has been in about 2 weeks, but the 

State allows 30 days and with the virus, the State now allows for 90 days.  Staff is trying very hard to give a 

quick turnaround within parameters.     

 

Town Manager Sciota stated the 2nd Phase was a big change, going from 25 attendees to 100 attendees 

outside.  Little League and softball practices will begin and is being pushed to June and July.  All 3 Little 

League parks are busy.   

 



S. Lockwood said the Town pools will be open on June 27th with the guidelines to follow and will be 

published on the Health Department website by Monday.  S. Lockwood stated there are signs around the 

parks talking about social distancing.  This is not a time to relax the social distancing.   

 

Town Manager Sciota stated the government buildings are in full operation except for the Calendar House 

and the Library.  The library is doing drop off and pickups.  He encouraged residents to do whatever work 

they can online and by phone calls.   

 

5. Discussion – Future Phase III 

 

S. Lockwood stated that Phase III should include the bars and indoor activities for both numbers in and 

outside of a business.  It is anticipated the State is looking at July 13-July 15 rather than July 20th.   

 

S. Lockwood said he and the Fire Marshall had toured Lake Compounce for its anticipated opening and it 

had a good plan in place.   

 

Chairman DelSanto said under Phase II that some contact sports such as lacrosse would be starting.  S. 

Lockwood said that it would be low to moderate sports having games but there would be no tournaments.  S. 

Lockwood also said that after July 6th, some of the high risk sports, such as wrestling, might be allowed. 

 

Barbara Coleman-Hekeler logged on at 3:45 p.m. 

 

Barbara Coleman-Hekeler said the Police and Fire Departments had been handing out supplies and that the 

program ended last Friday.  Any requests for masks and supplied can be picked up at the Chamber office.  

They would need to email the Chamber to confirm that they are on the list to be supplied and to confirm a 

time to come in.   

 

6 Public Comments 

 

Chairman DelSanto asked if there were any public comments. 

 

Joanne Kelleher of Early Childhood Collaborative of Southington stated there are eleven childcare facilities 

that should be opening, seven are open, two will open Monday, one on July 6th, and another later June.  Each 

childcare facility can have up to ten children in a group and up to fifty children total.  This is one-third the 

capacity of many of the facilities.  When school returns, there many be many issues and hundreds of families 

could be impacted depending on the Southington school system.  She also asked about the Town 

playgrounds. 

 

Town Manager Sciota stated the Town playgrounds are open and the new one at Memorial should be 

finished and open in about 30 days.  In the meantime, the old playground at Memorial is still open.   

 

Ace from Nonna’s asked how long the roadblock at lower Center Street would be there.  

 

Town Manager Sciota said that it would be closed till June 20th but would be looked at again.   Ace stated 

that he didn’t serve liquor and that his patrons had to walk from blocks away to get his pizzas.   

 

Chairman DelSanto stated that Paul Gregory’s and Groggy Frog are very happy with the closure.  Chairman 

DelSanto stated he knew it was an inconvenience but he would be down to talk with Ace offline.   

 



Joanne Kelleher said that now that summer has come and the children are out of school, Bread for Life is 

doing a summer program and any children or teens can get food at Bread for Life several days a week.  C. 

Palmieri said that students could pick up food from DePaolo on Monday, Wednesday and Friday. 

 

Chairman DelSanto said that Pete Rappoccio of Sign-Pro donated signs that state We Are Open.  He does 

great things for the Town.  The signs can be taken for free and picked up at the Town Manager’s Office at 75 

Main Street from 8:30 until 4:30. There are about 40 signs remaining. 

 

Phase III continued Discussion - Town Manager Sciota made the Motion to continue to close Lower Center 

Street which now expires on June 20th.  Based on the fact that the Executive Orders allow for 50% inside 

service, the motion would be to continue the road closure until there is 100% occupancy inside restaurants.  

C. Palmieri seconded the motion.  L. Perillo abstained.  Chairman stated the motion passed with one 

abstention.   

 

7. Any Other Business   

 

L. Perillo stated that Greenway Commons is being auctioned off tomorrow July 18th with sealed bids.   

 

He also stated that Beaton & Corbin’s site plans were approved by Planning and Zoning. 

 

Town Manager Sciota made a motion at 3:56 p.m. to enter into Executive Session, Board of Finance Tony 

Morrison seconded. 

 

               (Whereupon the meeting was adjourned to Executive Session at 3:56 p.m.) 

 

8.   Executive Session –  

 

The Long-Term Recovery Committee entered into Executive Session immediately following the meeting 

with the following in attendance in order to discuss an abatement and contractual matters. 

 

The following were present:   Chairman Michael DelSanto, Councilman Christopher Palmieri, Town 

Manager Mark Sciota, Board of Finance Tony Morrison, Commissioner Robert Hammersley, Director of 

Planning and Community Development Robert Phillip, and Economic Development Director Louis Perillo. 

 

No motions were made or votes taken during Executive Session. 

 

Town Manager Sciota made a motion at 4:17 p.m. to adjourn from Executive Session, Commissioner Robert 

Hammersley seconded.  The motion passed unanimously.   

 

 9. Adjournment 

 

A motion was made by Board of Finance Tony Morrison, seconded by Commissioner Hammersley, and 

unanimously carried to adjourn the meeting.   The meeting was adjourned at 4:17 p.m.  

 

 


